
3:1 Basic Principles
Reading Question Packet Name: ______________________________
p. 68-77

Mods: __________

The Constitution begins with a Preamble followed by seven Articles...
1- What is the purpose of the Preamble of the Constitution?

__________________________________________________________________

* You will need to know the goals of the Constitution by heart.  Practice memorizing
the Preamble.

2- Which articles outline the 3 branches of the federal government?

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

3- Which article deals with the relationships among the states - the relationship of
State government to the Federal government?

______________________________

4- Which section would you look at to find out how to amend the Constitution?

______________________________

5- Which section establishes that the Constitution takes priority whenever a State or
federal law conflicts with the Constitution?

_______________________________



Com plete the chart below by explaining the meaning of each principle (on the left) and then answ ering the questions (on the right).

6- POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY

Meaning:

How does the government exercise popular sovereignty?  What is
the main way people influence government in the United States?

7- LIMITED GOVERNMENT

Meaning:

What are two other terms used to express the concept of limited
government?



8- SEPARATION OF POWERS

Meaning:

How does separation of powers contribute to limited government? 
Which branch decides what the laws mean?

9- CHECKS & BALANCES

Meaning:

Why does the President tend to select judges that most Senators
favor? 

Give an examples of a checks/balances for: legislative on executive
& judicial, executive on legislative and judicial, and judicial on
legislative & executive. (Write in spaces below.)

Legislative on Executive Legislative on Judicial

Executive on Legislative Executive on Judicial

Judicial on Executive Judicial on Legislative



10- JUDICIAL REVIEW

Meaning:

When a court declares a law unconstitutional, what does this mean? 
Which court case established Judicial Review?

11- FEDERALISM

Meaning:

What problem did federalism solve when the Constitution was
written? In what way did it represent a compromise made by the
Framers?



LANDMARK DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT
MARBURY V. MADISON, 1803

What Is the Role of the Supreme Court?

Summary of the Case:
The election of Democratic-Republican Thomas Jefferson as President in 1800 brought
an end to the Federalist era. Outgoing President John Adams appointed hundreds of
judges (mostly Federalists) before he left office. The Federalist-controlled Congress
approved the appointments. Individuals could not take their offices until they received
their commission documents.  

When President Jefferson took office, some of the commissions had not yet been
delivered. He ordered Secretary of State James Madison not to deliver them. One of
the commissions was to go to William Marbury. Marbury took his case directly to the
Supreme Court. He said that through the Judiciary Act of 1789, the Court could hear
the case without an appeal from a lower court.  

Chief Justice John Marshall found that Marbury had a right to his commission. The
commission had gone into effect as soon as President Adams signed it. It was the
responsibility of the courts to protect the rights of individuals. However, Marshall said
that Marbury’s request was not the correct legal remedy. 

The Judiciary Act of 1789, passed by Congress, authorized the Supreme Court to act in
a case like Marbury’s. But Marshall said the Judiciary Act violated Article III of the
Constitution. Therefore, the Judiciary Act was unconstitutional and could not be
enforced. 

Congress exceeded its authority when it passed the Judiciary Act of 1789. When an act
of Congress conflicts with the Constitution, Marshall said, the Court must uphold the
Constitution. The Court’s decision is set out in three principles of judicial review: (1) The
Constitution is the supreme law. (2) The Constitution must be followed when there is a
conflict between it and any other law. (3) The judicial branch has a duty to uphold the
Constitution and to nullify (cancel) unconstitutional laws.

Lasting Impact
Marbury v. Madison established that the courts can decide what is and is not
constitutional.  This is the power of judicial review.  Since 1803, the Supreme Court has
cited Marbury more than 250 times.

(GO ON TO NEXT PAGE)



Timeline of the Case (& Questions)

Election of
1800

The Federalists were defeated by the Democratic-Republicans.

12- How did the change of political parties affect Marbury v. Madison?

March 3,
1801

President Adams filled many new judgeships with Federalists,
including a post for William Marbury.  The Senate confirmed the
appointments.

13- What did Adams expect to gain from granting the new judgeships
to Federalists?

March 4,
1801

President Jefferson took office.  He told Secretary of State James
Madison not to deliver the remaining commissions.

14- Why did Jefferson order Madison not to deliver the commissions?

December
1801

Marbury asked the Supreme Court to force James Madison to deliver
his commission.  He said the Court should do this under the Judiciary
Act of 1789.

15- Did the Court believe that Marbury had a right to his commission? 
Explain.

February
1803

The Court refused Marbury’s request stating that the Judiciary Act of
1789 conflicted with the Constitution.

16- Why couldn’t the Court rule in Marbury’s favor?



17- What did Marshal mean when he said that American government “has been
emphatically a government of laws, and not of men”?

18- What is the most important legacy of Marbury v. Madison?  Explain.
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